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Officers: For 2009 and 2010

President: Stephen Petkovsek (503) 641-4089
Vice President: Jill Coleman (503) 663-7550 
Secretary: Jan Shelley (503) 618-8696 
Treasurer: Troy Smith (503) 646-1932
Federation Director: Edna Nelson
Board Member: Jeff Shelley
Board Member: Michael Brown
Past President: Lenora Smith (503) 646-1932
Committee Chairpersons:
Show Chairperson: Mary Jane Dowell (360)-
882-5412 
Exhibits Chairperson: Patty Amos (360)-892-
3716
Registration: Edna Nelson (503) 397-5284
Sunshine Person: ****Leona**** (503) 254-2621
Juniors Leader:  Steve Nelson, and Kala 
Wellman
Refreshments Book: Brenna Freese
Club Historian: Esther Lively (503) 774-9559
Librarian: Barbara Brandt or Dick Wormcke
Programs: If you have one let us know
(Monday meeting)
Display Table: Richard Shellhammer (503)-658-
8003 
Membership:  Merlia Tilgner (503) 666-2905
Regional Advisor: Rick Beehler
Regional Advisor: Ruth Zurcher
Greeter: Rotating
Trip Coordinator: See Tim Fisher if you have a 
field trip.
Weeklong Club Trip: Keene Clay
Club Publicity: Keene Clay (503) 558-8500
Oregon Council Rep: Lenora Smith (503) 646-
1932
Oregon Council Rep: Troy Smith (503) 646-
1932
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Traveling Cases: Lamar Tilgner (503) 666-2905 
Custodian:
Editor: Patty Amos (360)- 892-3716 Email: 
packrats2@msn.com or
Address: 15523 NE 215th Ave, Brush Prairie, 
WA 98606. Send: snail mail articles to this 
address for paper.
“The Rock-It” is the official club publication 
of the Mt. Hood Rock Club.  The news 
deadline is the first day of every month, for 
that month’s publication.  The contents of 
”The Rock-It” may be reprinted if credit is 
given to “The Rock-It” and the author.
Meetings: Mt. Hood Rock Club meets the 
second Tuesday & the fourth Monday of 
each month.  Meetings are held in the 
basement of the United Methodist Church 
in Gresham.  The Church is located at 620 
NW 8th St, Gresham, OR.  Regular meetings 
start at 7:00 pm.  Juniors are welcome!
Mt. Hood Rock Club: Phone No. (503) 760-
1825
Dues are due before January 31st if you 
want to be included in the club’s roster for 
that year.
Dues: $10.00 per adult, juniors $1.50 family 
membership same household $15.00.
Oregon Council Web site: 
www.oregoncouncilrmc.org

Mt. Hood Rock Club is a proud member of 
the Portland Regional Gem & Mineral Show 
Association, Northwest Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies and the Oregon 
Council Rock Mineral Clubs. 
Website: check us out on our new web site.
http://www.mounthoodrockclub.com/



February Birthstone: Amethyst
Birthstone Color: Purple 

If gazing into the sparkling purple 
depths of an Amethyst suffuses you 

with a sense of powerful well being, this is 
only to be expected. The ancient Greeks 
believed that this gemstone held many 
powers, among them protection against 
intoxication. In fact, the word Amethyst 
comes from the Greek word "amethystos," 
meaning sober.  In ancient Greece, the 
gemstone was associated with the god of 
wine, and it was common practice to 
serve this beverage from Amethyst goblets 
in the belief that this would prevent 
overindulgence. Even today, Amethyst is 
considered a stabilizing force for those 
struggling to overcome addictive 
behaviors.

February's purple birthstone has been 
found among the possessions of royalty 
throughout the ages. The intense violet 
hue of Amethyst appealed to early 
monarchs, perhaps because they often 
wore this color. Purple dye was scarce and 
expensive at one time, and so it was 
reserved for the garments of kings and 
queens. Amethyst has been found in ruins 
dating as far back as the ninth century, 
adorning crowns, scepters, jewelry, and 
breastplates worn into battle.  

A large Amethyst is among the closely 
guarded gemstones in the British Crown 
Jewels. Amethyst is also symbolic of 
spirituality and piety. It has been used to 
ornament churches and crosses used in 
religious ceremony, and worn in rings and 
on rosaries by bishops and priests.   

Once considered more valuable than 
diamonds, Amethyst is a member of the 
quartz family, occurring naturally as crystals 
within rocks.  Deposits of this gemstone are 
found in Brazil, Canada, Australia, India, 

Madagascar, Namibia, Russia, Sri Lanka, 
and in the United States.
The gift of Amethyst is symbolic of 
protection and the power to overcome 
difficulty. It is said to strengthen the bond 
in a love relationship, so it is an ideal 
anniversary or engagement gem. Whether 
or not Amethyst holds such power, it's 
stunning beauty will certainly make 
anyone who wears it feel like royalty!

February Birthdays

No Birthdays listed

Anniversaries

Herb & Eunice White

Week long Field Trip for 2010
Dates: June 19 thru 27.

Trip Leader: Keene Clay, 503-558-8500

Proposed Agenda
Saturday Meet at Hayden Hill Picture 
Rhyolite in Northern Ca.
Sunday, move to Hallelujah Junction Ca. 
for Crystals
Tuesday move to Fallon, NV.  For wonder 
stone, and other materials.
Thursday move to Rye Patch Reservoir area 
for more crystals and other materials.
Saturday, head home by the route of your 
choice.  There is a lot of good collecting 
between there and home if you choose to 
extend your trip.
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Please let Keene know if you are planning 
to go or if you want more information.  This 
will be an exploratory trip since we have 
done very little in this area in the recent 
past.

Februarys Recipe

Taco Soup

2-lbs lean ground beef
1 small white onion, minced
2 cups water
2 (15-oz) cans diced tomatoes
2 (15-oz) cans golden hominy
2 (15-oz) cans ranch-style beans
2(15-oz) cans pinto beans
1(15-oz) can black beans
1(15-oz) can chick peas
1 (4-oz) can chopped green chilies
1 envelope ranch dressing mix
1 envelope taco seasoning mix
1/4 teaspoon ginger
Salt and pepper to taste

Brown the ground beef with the onion in a 
skillet, stirring until the ground beef is 
crumbly; drain.  Combine the ground beef 
mixture, water, tomatoes, hominy, ranch-
style beans, pinto beans, black beans, 
chick-peas and chilies in a large stockpot; 
do not drain any of the canned 
ingredients.  Stir in the dressing mix, taco 
seasoning mix, ginger, salt and pepper.  
simmer, uncovered, for 1-1/2 hours, stirring 
occasionally.  Serve the soup sprinkled with 
crumbled tortilla chips and shredded 
cheese.
Yield: 30 servings 
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This next article is a repeat but I felt it 
needed to be put in again to remind 
everyone about or show.

Mt Hood Rock Club Show 
Is on its Way!

We have just 3 months before the Mt Hood 
Rock Club show.  It isn’t time to panic but it 
soon will be.  The following are some of the 
things we all need to be thinking of and 
looking for before the show.

1.  Silent Auction Rock:  Cull through your 
piles and use this as an excuse to reduce 
your tonnage.  Also be aware of rock sales 
and estates that may prefer to donate and 
collect the tax deduction.

2.  Oral Auction Rock: If each of the club 
members donated one high quality piece 
of finished or unfinished material, we would 
have all we need for an excellent Oral 
Auction.  Bring your donations to the club 
meeting and give them to Keene.  He will 
store them and have them ready for the 
show.

3.  Tumbler rock: The kid’s area and the 
Easter eggs all need large amounts of 
small to medium tumbled rock.  Currently, 
the big tumbler is broken down.  We need 
all of your tumblers going to make sure we 
will have enough.

4.  Polished small thunder egg halves: We 
need hundreds of thunderegg halves.  If 
you need material to work on, please let us 
know.

5.  Volunteer: When the show chair (Mary 
Dowel) or one of the other chair persons 
asks for volunteers please get your hands 
up with enthusiasm.  This is a project for the 
whole club and we each need to do what 
we are able.



6.  Commit to a Display Case: Get your 
application in for a display case.  Show us 
what you have and what excites you.  Be
proud of what you have and share it with 
the rest of us and the public.

7.  Mark you Calendars and Commit your 
time.  Make sure you will be available all 
day Friday April 10 for Setup and then all 
day on Saturday and Sunday for the show.  
We need every semi-abled body until we 
are all done at about 9:00PM.

Cases for the Show

At the time of this newsletter we have 27 
cases and need at least 50 more so please 
get me your application I will not be at the 
Tuesday meeting in March due to the fact 
we had plans to be at the beach that 
week.  So get them into me soon.  Will see 
you at the last meeting of March.  I would 
like to thank Mary for collecting the case 
applications that I have already gotten.

OREGON'S NEW MARINE RESERVES 
UPDATE

John Martin
ALAA Internet Committee

alaa@antelecom.net

The Oregon State Parks and Recreation 
Commission met January 28, 2010 and 
approved the rules that cover the ocean 
shore inside a marine reserve boundary. 
This rule protects personal souvenir hunting, 
except where there's a biological reason 
to change it. Of the two proposed 
reserves, only the one at Otter Rock affects 
the shore (and just the northern, rocky part 
of that area). These marine reserve rules do 
not affect any other part of the 362-mile 
ocean shore.
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The rule will get published online after it is 
filed with the Secretary of State's office, but 
you can see the text presented to the 
commission online at 
http://www.oregon.gov/OPRD/documents
/201001_Item6B.pdf .

The next step will be to craft a site-specific 
management plan that will deal both with 
scientific monitoring and public education 
for marine reserves. The Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife will be 
leading site management planning, and 
we think our main role as the state parks 
agency will be to show -- for the tiny bit of 
the rocky ocean shore inside the reserve 
boundary -- parks can help people 
understand what marine reserves are, and 
how they're being studied. If you want to 
stay plugged into the whole marine 
reserve topic, you can go to
http://www.oregonocean.info/marinereser
ves , and sign up for the email list at
http://tinyurl.com/y9jp7lv . For the time 
being it looks like Beachcombing and 
armature Rockhounding are going to be 
allowed in the new Oregon Marine 
Reserves.

If anyone hears of any new legislation or 
regulations for any of our collecting areas 
please let me know of these as early as 
possible so they can be researched and 
appropriate action plan developed to 
address these areas of concern.

Please send your inquires, concerns and 
comments to the American Lands Access 
Association Information email address at 
alaa@antelecom.net and they will be 
promptly addressed.                                     
Via: email 




